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WPA Sketchbook for the City of Los Angeles 
Volume VI - Model Sections U thru X 


CREDITS* 


The land use survey planning maps, used to create this sketchbook location guide, were 

prepared by the City of Los Angeles Department of City Planning and the Works Progress 
Administration (WPA). The WPA, and other State agencies, aided the city in conducting 

the survey that began in late Dec 1933. The survey covered about 460 square miles and 

resulted in the creation of 347 colored planning maps bound in 10 volumes. 


The physical map collection resides at the Huntington Library in San Marino CA. Digital 
copies of the maps are available from the University of Southern California (USC) Digital 
Library. The specific WPA Land Use Survey Maps for the City of Los Angeles used in the 
creation of the guide include: 


Book 6 (Hollywood District to Boyle Heights District), 1939 — Cover sheet and 
sheets 20, 21, 22, 28, 29, 30, 35, 36, and 37. 


Book 8 (Downtown Los Angeles and Hyde Park to Watts District), 1939 — Sheets 
4,5, and 6. 


A similar working arrangement between the City of Los Angeles Department of City 
Planning and the WPA was employed in the creation of the sketches used to construct 
the city model. The Los Angeles Office of the City Clerk, City Archives and Records holds 
the original sketches. The extent portion of the constructed model is on display at the 
Los Angeles County Natural History Museum in Exposition Park. 


COPYRIGHT? 


According to Wikimedia Commons regarding the licensing of WPA planning maps “This 
image is a work of a Works Progress Administration employee, taken or made as part of 
that person's official duties. As a work of the US federal government, the image is in the 
public domain (17 U.S.C. §§ 101 and 105).”? 


1 Cover photo by Don Ray, taken 30 April 2017 at the Los Angeles County Museum of Natural 
History in Exposition Park. 

2 WPA Sketchbook for the City of Los Angeles Volume VI Model Sections U thru X © 2023 by Mike 
Callahan and Don Ray is licensed under CC BY-SA 4.0. To view a copy of this license, visit 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/ 


Contact with the Huntington Library, the USC Doheny Memorial Library, and the City of 
Los Angeles City Clerk, City Archives and Records confirms that the WPA planning maps, 
project photos, and sketches presented in this guide are in the public domain. Parties 
interested in obtaining high-resolution images of the maps, photos, and sketches should 
contact the holding institutions directly. 


CONTACTS 


The Endangered History Project 
Mike Callahan Don Ray 
Research Director (2019-2021) Executive Director/CEO 


mshawnme@hotmail.com donray@donray.com 
(213) 359-9805 (469) 447-8679 


www.endangeredhistory.org 


The Huntington Library USC Doheny Memorial Library 
Reader Services Special Collections 

1511 Oxford Road 3550 Trousdale Pkwy 

San Marino, CA 91108 Los Angeles CA 90089 


publicinformation@huntington.org specol@usc.edu 


(626) 405-2191 (213) 821-2366 
Los Angeles Office of the City Clerk, City Los Angeles County Museum of 
Archives and Records Natural History 
555 Ramirez St 900 Exposition Blvd 
Los Angeles CA 90012 Los Angeles CA 90007 


Clerk.RMD@lacity.org (323) 763-3466 
(213) 473-8441 


3https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File: WPA Land _use survey map for the City of Los A 
ngeles, book 6 (Hollywood District _to Boyle Heights District), sheet_20 (897).jpg Website 
accessed 31 January 2023: 


WPA Sketchbook for the City of Los Angeles 
Volume | Model Sections A thru D 


INTRODUCTION 


Welcome to the WPA Sketchbook for the City of Los Angeles Model. This guide will help 
the reader locate the sketches of interest. The collection consists of more than 1,200 
sketches, many of which cover portions of the model that are either lost or not on 
display. As a point of reference, the model located at the Los Angeles County History 
Museum in Exposition Park represents about 20 percent of the original model built by 
the WPA. The sketches are issued as a 6-volume set of sketchbooks. 


HISTORY OF THE MODEL 


President Roosevelt created the United States Works Progress Administration (WPA), 
later known as the Work Projects Administration, in May 1935 in response to the Great 
Depression. During its operation over the next 8 years, about 8.5 million individuals 
were employed, helping nearly one-fourth of all families in the United States. 


Much of the employment centered around civic improvement, constructing numerous 
buildings, roads, airports, water distribution, and sewerage collection facilities. Many 
people were employed in the fields of medicine, education, music, arts, and writing. 


To support the improvement of city infrastructure, the WPA assisted several cities in 
creating large scale models of their downtown regions. These scale models were an 
improvement over the use of flat maps since planners could see how proposed changes 
impacted the existing buildings and topography. 


Frank Ostronic, City Planning Department draftsman and model maker, oversaw the 
WPA crew of draftsmen, architects, landscape architects, model makers, and artists’. 
Work began in 1938 with project planning followed by the collection of field sketches 


4 Anonymous, 1956. City to Give Away 24 x 24 Foot Model. Los Angeles Times published 8 Aug 
1956, pg. IIl-2. 


and photographs of all existing buildings in downtown Los Angeles. The WPA crew 
completed the model by mid-1941. 


Overall, the constructed model was 24 feet square and built to a scale of 1 inch to 50- 
feet. The modeled area included downtown, extending from Chinatown on the north, 
Boyle Ave on the east, Adams Blvd on the south, and Bonnie Brae St near Alvarado Blvd 
on the west. The model consisted of twenty-four sections labeled A thru X, laid out ina 
4 x6 grid. 


Five model builders work at tables 
located in front of large windows. The 
city model sits in the foreground; letter 
tags denote sections to be completed, ca. 
1940. City of Los Angeles, City Archives 
and Records. 
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Man painting a model of the Los Angeles A 
Civic Center, ca.1940. California s , 
Historical Society, University of Southern : a 
California Libraries Special Collections. 
Digitally reproduced by the USC Digital 
Library. 


For many years, the finished model resided on the 26" floor of City Hall. Then, in Aug 
1956, the city put out a call for any organization to take the model for free provided 
they would set it up at a new location for public display’. The city considered the model 
to be obsolete and the department needed the space. Some Planning Department staff 


> Ibid. 


members worked hard to preserve the model and find it a home. But, with no takers 
coming forward, the city moved the model to a warehouse for storage. 


Fifteen years later and the model was still sitting in storage. The Los Angeles Times ran 
an article with photos showing the model of City Hall, but the caption stated that the 
building was missing®. The article noted that the debate over preservation versus 
disposal continued with no resolution. As a side note, legend is that some retiring City 
employees received buildings as a memento of their time with the city. 


Eventually, the city donated the model to the Los Angeles County Museum of Natural 
History for use in a major display of California history’. The display opened in Lando 
Hall, in 1980, following six years of preparation. Museum staff restored the model and 
placed on display an 8 %- foot x 14 %-foot section surrounding a rebuilt City Hall. 


Today, the model sits on display at the Natural History Museum in Kevin Sharer Hall as 
part of the permanent exhibit Becoming Los Angeles. The model resides in a state-of- 
the art glass case that allows a full 360° view while maintaining a climate-controlled 
environment. The 10-ft x 13-ft horizontal glass case has an integrated sliding platform 
mechanism that allows access to the entire model for care and maintenance. 


PROCESSING THE SKETCHES 


Don Ray, in May 2017, visited the City Archive to take digital photos of the collection. 
Getting a clear shot of each sketch is difficult because many have been laminated (a 
once common preservation practice). The lamination easily reflects light resulting in 
glare. Efforts to reduce glare included the use of portable side lights or shooting the 
sketch on the floor, under a table, to block overhead light. 


The next task was for Mike Callahan to create a searchable archive. Each image file was 
renamed according to sector letter and block number. The organized images were then 
photo processed to correct for distortion and skew, cropped to remove any extraneous 
image, and standardized as to size. Most of the sketches are resized to an image height 
of 8.5 inches at 300 dpi while image width varies to maintain the proper aspect ratio. 


5 Hebert, R., 1971. What Downtown L.A. was Like in 1940. Los Angeles Times published 7 Nov 
1971, pg. C-1. 


The reader should note that the WPA sketches are a work product, heavily used in the 
creation of the model. The sketches were not created nor intended for publication. As 
such, most of the sketches exhibit ink stains, soiling, pin holes, adhesive residue, fading, 
and physical damage such as rips and tears. While a degree of photo restoration was 
employed to remove glare and reduce visible damage, in no case was any change made 
to basic content. 


LOCATING A SKETCH 


To locate a sketch of interest, start with the master map to identify the appropriate 
sector. The master map is based on planning maps that the WPA surveyed in the mid to 
late 1930’s. The red 4 x 6 grid represents the extent of the original model constructed 
by the WPA. The center of the model is the intersection of 5" and Wall Streets. Refer 
to the individual sector maps for a closer view within each sector. 


Once you know the sector of interest, refer to the appropriate sketchbook containing 
the sketches for that sector. The WPA staff identified most sketches by sector letter and 
block number. Sector A block numbers begin at 100, sector B block numbers start at 
200, and so on. Block numbering tended to run north to south, west to east, but the 
order was not consistent. The creation of a detailed block by block finding aid remains 
as a future endeavor. 


The reader should also keep in mind that the grid sectors shown are very approximate. 
Many blocks lie between two or more sectors and the basis used to decide which sector 
to assign to the sketch is unknown. Some sketches show the wrong sector letter. In 
such cases, the assigned block number is assumed to be correct. Should a building of 
interest be located near one or more red grid lines, the reader should review adjacent 
sectors before determining that a sketch does not exist. 


7 Anonymous, 1980. A Look at California, 1540 to 1940. Sunset Magazine Vol 165, No 6, Dec 
1980, pg 28. 
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